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Numera Tasi (Singular)
Numera Tele (Plural)	
· Converting singular or plural nouns using o le and o: 				

	Singular (o le indicates one)
	Plural (o indicates two or more)

	
o le ‘ofu
o le tusi
o le moa
o le nofoa
	
o ‘ofu
o tusi
o moa
o nofoa




· Converting singular or plural verbs using the reduplication process: 

Reduplication is a common morphological process which marks a grammatical contrast by repeating all or part of the base to which it applies. Partial reduplication copies only part of the base: 

	Base 						Reduplicated form

	
Tautala (singular)	‘talk’			tautatala (plural)           ‘two or more people talking’




In contrast, repetition of the entire base yields full reduplication, as in the data from the following example: 
	Base						Reduplicated form

	
tautala		‘talk’				tautalatala  	‘very talkative’ 




 tautala (singular)	        tautatala (plural)		         tautalatala

  Base			Partial Reduplication		Whole Reduplication
	
  savali			          savavali			            savalivali

THE MORPHOLOGY OF SAMOAN WORDS
Morphology (Linguistics): The study of the structure and form of words in language and the formation of compounds. Also known as the smallest unit of a word that carries meaning and function. 


	2 Types of Morphemes: 
1. Free Morpheme: is a morpheme that can stand alone.
2. Bound Morpheme: is a morpheme that cannot stand alone as an independent word.



The combination of Free and Bound Morpheme in various ways can result in the creation of thousands upon thousands of words in the Samoan language.  Specifically, the following patterns disclose various combinations that are most commonly portrayed by the Samoan language:
Pattern #1		Free Morpheme     +     Bound Morpheme     =        Word
				fai			a			faia
				fuli			sia			fulisia
				afā			tia			āfātia 
Pattern #2		Bound Morpheme     +     Free Morpheme     =	Word
				fe			    oti		=	feoti
				fa’a		  	    malie	=	fa’amalie
Pattern #3 		Bound Morpheme     +     Free Morpheme     +     Bound Morpheme  =  Word
			fa’a				lelei			      a	              =  fa’aleleia
			fe				alofa			      ni	              =  fealofani
Pattern #4		Free Morpheme     +     Free Morpheme	=	Word
				fale			‘oloa		=	fale’oloa
				va’a			  tau		=	va’atau
Parallel to the findings that were made by the previous studies concerning morphological concepts that involve suffixes and prefixes to Samoan words, other studies offer the same list of suffixes along with their own examples:
	   Bound Morphemes 			          Samoan Word
- a  					faia, tu’ua
- ia				 	nofoia
- sia					fulisia, tagisia
- tia					āfātia, mata’utia
- mia					mana’omia, tanumia
- gia					alofagia, fesiligia
- fia					silafia, osofia
- ina					fauina, ‘āmataina
- na					tē’ena, tetena
- lia					taulia, aulia
- gofie					faigōfie, iloagōfie
- gata					faigatā, mauagatā

The use of the prefix fa’a is precious in determining correct compound words when it is well understood: 
I. The prefix fa’a is at first viewed as a causative, signifying the making of something to happen.  It is used mainly with adjectives, verbs, and nouns:

a. With Adjectives

fa’aaogā			to make use of			from aogā, useful  
fa’amālosi			to strengthen			from mālosi, 
strong
b. With Verbs

fa’aoso				to stir up 			from oso, to jump 
or rise
c. With Nouns

fa’amasoā			to starch			from masoā, 
starch
II. The prefix fa’a also can be used to indicate the manner of:

a.  ‘ava fa’atupu				King’s kava			from tupu, 
              									king
b.   fa’aletino				bodily, physical		from tino, 
body
III. Used with some adjectives to indicate a little or a minor degree.  However, the adjective is usually duplicated or the syllables have been doubled, such as:

a. fa’ama’ima’i				somewhat sick			from ma’i, 
sick
b. fa’asamasama				yellowish			from 
samasama, 
yellow
IV. Used with numerals to indicate the number of times, as already.  For example:

a. fa’atasi					going once			from tasi, one
b. fa’atolu					going three times		from tolu, 
three
The following patterns should address the usage of the Samoan word composition system:
1. All compound verbs, almost without exception utilizes the ina, as such in the case of faitauina (also faitaulia), fa’amāgaloina, etc.
2. The verbs ending in i almost throughout take a in the passive, such as: tulia, fusia, fasiotia etc.
3. Those ending in a, o, u have mostly mia, sia, tia, ina their passive form: inumia, fonotia, tanumia etc. 

In addition, two other Bound Morphemes, ga and ‘aga, reveals a pattern that constitute a conversion of verbs into nouns.  The following pattern portrays that occasion:  
            Free Morpheme     +     Bound Morpheme     =     Noun
	         fusu			‘aga		=     fusu’aga
	         su’e			  ga		=     su’ega

Lastly, the prefix or the Bound Morphemes ta and ma presents another pattern that is rarely denoted in Samoan word structures.  The following are some findings:
ta:	In words like tāpuni, tafuli, tapē, etc., the Bound Morpheme ta denotes an action or a doing, and it is closely related to the Bound Morpheme fa’a. 
Ex:  	Alu e tāpuni le faitoto’a.  Ia, ‘ua ‘uma.  ‘Ua māpuni.
ma:	This is related to ta, but it denotes that the action has been completed.  Such words as the following are the result of an action: māpuni, mafuli, māsae, māfo’e, etc.   
Ex:  	Se ‘i tātou o e tafuli ‘apa o lo ‘o i tua.  Ia, o lea ‘ua taufai mafuli ‘uma.

