Pi Sāmoa/Sāmoan Alphabet
The writing system in Samoan was devised by the London Missionary Society in the mid 1800’s. Prior to western contact Samoan had no written form of language. The early missionaries distinguished 5 vowel and twelve consonant sounds and assigned the following symbols to them: 
a   e   i   o   u   f   g   l   m   n   p   s   t   v   h   k   r   =  17  letters 

 

5 Sāmoan Vowels (Vaueli):  


 A 

 E 
 I 
  O
 U
 ah

 ā
ē (ee)
  ō
 ōō
The five vowels are pronounced much the same as in many European languages. Each of these vowels can be lengthened (as in long vowels). The lengthened vowel is indicated by the macron symbol over the vowel (as in ā, ē, etc.). 
 

	VOWEL

a
as in father


e
as in leg

i
as in sushi

o
as in home

u
as in blue


	Reduced if in unstressed position in a word
tama

as in but

pepe

as in beg

toto

as toll


	Lengthened

tamā 

as in grandma

pepē

as in fed

kī

as in key

totō

phoneme 

susū

Sue




When the vowels occur in combination, diphthongs result. For example:

· The combination of a and i (ai) results in a sound similar to the ‘i’ in ‘night’. 

· The combination of o and i (oi) results in a sound similar to the ‘oy’ in ‘toy’. 

	Practice the following Samoan Diphthongs:

	ae
-
sae

mae

vae

lae





saesae

maemae
vaevae

laelae


ei
-
pei

tei

rei

nei




peipei

teitei

reirei

neinei


io
-
tio

sio

lio

nio




tiotio

siosio

liolio

nionio


ou
-
tou

mou

sou

fou




toutou

moumou
sousou

foufou


ua
-
pua

tua

sua

fua




puapua

tuatua

suasua

fuafua


12 Samoan Consonants (Konesane): 


F
G
L
M
N
P
S
T
V
H
K
R

f (fa)

g (ga) 

l (la)

m (mo)

n (nu)

p (pi)

s (sa) 

t (ti)

v (vi) 

h (he)

k (ka)

r (ro)
There are thirteen consonants in use in the Samoan alphabet. At the present time most of the letters coincide more or less with the standard American English pronunciation. For instance: 

	f
	as in English

	g
	as in the English word tongue or sing (never as in good)

	h
	as in English

	k
	as in English

	l
	as in English

	m
	as in English

	n
	as in English

	p
	as in English but not as in the sound produced by ‘b’

	r
	as in English

	s
	as in English

	t
	as in English

	v
	as in English


Practice Words for the “G” Sound: 

	taga
	faga
	maga
	paga

	sega
	ega
	sogi
	togi

	fogi
	gata
	agi
	gafa

	suga
	luga
	gali
	lagi

	uga
	galu
	oge
	ligi

	lago
	tago
	togo
	gogo

	fagu
	saga
	laga
	aga


T & K Variation

Modern Samoan has two styles of pronunciation, often termed the k-style and the t-style. The t-style is the style used in writing, in the media, and in religious and educational situations, and is characterized by the use of t, n and g, as well as k and r in borrowed words. The k-style is the form of spoken Samoan most often used by native speakers when conversing casually or when using the language for traditional Samoan activities. The k-style is characterized by rapid, casual speech, and by a pronunciation style that substitutes k for t, g for n, and l for r. 
Formally we will be teaching “t” style but often you will hear the “k” variation when people are speaking to you or to each other. A domain where the “t” is mostly used is in church, when speaking to members of the clergy, writing, songs, classroom, and conferences. However the ‘k” is used a lot when talking casually, more and more in the flowery language of the orators and to your own peers. The Pi Faitau (Samoan alphabet) records that “h, k, r” are added consonants to enable the translations of important terms such Herota (Herod), Keriso (Christ), Roma (Rome) and others.

	General Rules                                                                                                          Example 



	The glottal stop is treated as a consonant



              ulu and ‘ulu
A single vowel can be a Samoan word




O le a lea mea? 

Construction of words from two or more vowels



fa’aauau

Although consonants can begin a Samoan word, 


             leg/lega
no Samoan word can end in a consonant 




No consonant cluster 






milliona – miliona 

Application of glottal stop and macron on vowels but 


Ñonō - Nonō
not compatible to consonants

The addition of the macron symbol as a Samoan vowel  


Samoa - Sāmoa                                             




MOST COMMONLY USED SAMOAN LANGUAGE SYMBOLS

Glottal Stop: A language symbol (‘) that produces a sharp sound by a momentary complete closure of the glottis, followed by an explosive release. The glottal stop is commonly heard in English in the expression oh-oh. 

	‘a – ‘afa
	‘e – ‘ena’ena
	‘i – ‘isumu
	‘o – ‘oloa
	‘u – ‘ulo


Macron: A diacritical mark placed above a vowel to indicate a long sound or phonetic value in pronunciation, such as (ā) in the word Sāmoa.
	ā – āfua
	ē – sēleni
	ī – īfoga
	ō – ōfaga
	ū – mūmū


Application of the glottal stop and macron on a vowel at the same time: 
	‘ā – ‘āmata
	‘ē – ‘Ētena
	‘ī – ‘i’ī
	‘ō – pa’ō
	‘ū – pa’ū


SAMOAN WORDS TAKEN FROM OTHER LANGUAGES

The Samoan language has many loan words from other languages. Many of these borrowed words come from English, Latin, Greek and from other Polynesian languages. The translation of the Bible into Samoan in the 12th century provided many of the Latin and Greek based word, and continued contact with the United States, New Zealand, and Australia has given rise to countless new Samoan words based on English. Samoan borrowings most often follow the pronunciation of the foreign word rather than its spelling. 
Listen to the following words and guess what their English forms are: 

	uati
	taimi
	peni
	pepa

	suka
	sene
	pasi
	meli

	naifi
	telefoni
	fiva
	fulū

	penisini
	kuka
	pia
	peresetene

	‘aisakulimi
	leitiō
	sipuni
	pusi

	niumōnia
	kūkama
	tamato
	kofe

	falaoa
	paipa
	pulumu
	falai

	sālati
	futu
	mīnute
	komipiuta


	Traditional Vowels
‘ā, ‘ē, ‘ī, ‘ō, ‘ū

	Variations of the vowels
a ā ‘a ‘ā
e ē ‘e ‘ē
i  ī  ‘i  ‘ī
o ō ‘o ‘ō
u ū ‘u ‘ū



	Consonants from Pi Faitau
fa, ga, la, mo, nu, pi, sa, ti, vi, he, ka, ro

	Complete Pi Faitau
‘ā, ‘ē, ‘ī, ‘ō, ‘ū, fa, ga, la, mo, nu, pi, sa, ti, vi, he, ka ,ro

	Recitation of  all consonants with individual vowels (‘ā,fa,ga,lā chart)
‘ā, fa ga lā ma na pā sa ta vā ha ka rā
‘ē, fe ge lē me ne pē se te vē he ke rē
‘ī, fi gi lī mi ni pī si ti vī hi ki rī
‘ō, fo go lō mo no pō so to vō ho ko rō
‘ū, fu gu lū mu nu pū su tu vū hu ku rū



