SAM 101A

E. F. Feleti


Introduction
 

General greetings that can be exchanged between students and teacher before the beginning of the class.

 

Mālō le soifua! ----- Mālō fo’i le soifua OR just Mālō!

Commending you for living.

Taeao manuia ------ Ia fa’apēnā fo’i! (fo’i = also)

Good morning ----- And to you also!

Lagi e mamā ---- Mālō le soifua laulelei!

Clear skies ----- Commending you for living well!

 

Dialogue 1

 

Tagata 1/Person 1



Tagata 2/Person 2

	Tālofa. ‘O ai lou igoa?

Hello! What is your name?
 
	 

 

	 
	Tālofa. ‘O ________ lo’u igoa. ‘O ai lou igoa? Hello. My name is ______. What is your name?
 

	‘O ________ lo’u igoa. My name is _______. ‘O fea e te sau ai? (Where do you come from?)
 
	 

	 
	‘Ou te sau mai ___________. I come from_____________. ‘Ae a ‘oe? What about you?
 

	‘Ou te sau mai _____________.

I come from_____________.
 
	 

	 
	Mālō lava!

*Literally: Well done! This is just a way of commending people for:
Actually living- Mālō  soifua! For working –mālō galue! For dancing –mālō siva! For playing –mālō  taalo! etc

	Mālō fo’i!

Well done too!
 
	 


 

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



 

Pi Sāmoa

a   e   i   o   u   f   g   l   m   n   p   s   t   v   h   k   r   =  17  letters 
5 Samoan Vowels (Vaueli):  
Aa, Ee, Ii, Oo, Uu,

12 Samoan Consonants (Konesane):  
Ff (fa), Gg (ga), Ll (la), Mm (mo), Nn (nu), Pp (pi), Ss (sa), Tt (ti), Vv (vi), Hh (he), Kk (ka), Rr (ro)

	General Rules                                                                                                          Example 



	The glottal stop is treated as a consonant



              ulu and ‘ulu
A single vowel can be a Samoan word




O le a lea mea? 

Construction of words from two or more vowels



fa’aauau

Although consonants can begin a Samoan word, 


leg/lega
no Samoan word can end in a consonant 




No consonant cluster 






milliona – miliona 

Application of glottal stop and macron on vowels but 


Ñonō - Nonō
not compatible to consonants

The addition of the macron symbol as a Samoan vowel  


Samoa - Sāmoa                                             




MOST COMMONLY USED SAMOAN LANGUAGE SYMBOLS

Glottal Stop: A language symbol (‘) that produces a sharp sound by a momentary complete closure of the glottis, followed by an explosive release. The glottal stop is commonly heard in English in the expression oh-oh. 

	‘a – ‘afa
	‘e – ‘ena’ena
	‘i – ‘isumu
	‘o – ‘oloa
	‘u – ‘ulo


Macron: A diacritical mark placed above a vowel to indicate a long sound or phonetic value in pronunciation, such as (ā) in the word Sāmoa.
	ā – āfua
	ē – sēleni
	ī – īfoga
	ō – ōfaga
	ū – mūmū


Application of the glottal stop and macron on a vowel at the same time: 
	‘ā – ‘āmata
	‘ē – ‘Ētena
	‘ī – ‘i’ī
	‘ō – pa’ō
	‘ū – pa’ū


Note: It is usually impolite to ask straight questions in the Faasamoa but a lot of simplifying and compromising has been done to allow for non-Samoans and Samoan children learning the language. The straight forward western approach has also been adopted and is not seen so abrupt as before. You will hear countless examples of these over the radio and in day to day dialogues between other people and locals speaking to you.








