Literature Circle Role Descriptions
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Discussion Director/Facilitator: 

This group member is responsible for writing down 5 thought-provoking questions for the purpose of group discussion based on that day’s reading assignment. As the group Facilitator, he/she is responsible for directing the group discussion and keeping track of student work.

Passage Picker/Alternate Facilitator: 

This group member is responsible for choosing parts of the story that he/she wants to read out loud to the group. The idea is to help the group to remember some interesting, powerful, puzzling, or important sections of the text being read. The Passage Picker must decide which passages or paragraphs are worth reading aloud, and justify the reason for selecting them. Additionally, if the Discussion Director is absent, this student will serve as the Facilitator.

Context Connector: 

This group member is responsible for finding connections between the text his/her group is reading and the outside world. This means connecting the reading to the following: his/her own life, happenings at school or in the community, similar events at other times and places, other books or stories, other writings on the same topic, or other writings by the same author.

Section Summarizer

This group member is responsible for preparing a brief summary of the reading that was assigned for that day's meeting.  The summary should include the main ideas or events to remember, major characters, symbols or other significant highlights of the passage that might  help their peers see the overall picture.

Innovative Illustrator

This group member is responsible for drawing, sketching, or painting a picture, portrait or scene relating to the appropriate section of the novel. Collages from magazines, images from the Internet, music and any other media can also be used. This group member then shares the artwork with the group, explaining the passage(s) that relate to the art. 
